
 
THE WOODVILLE TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE’S REGULAR MEETING - April 1, 2020 

  
This regular meeting of the Woodville Township Trustees was held on April 1, 2020. Today marks the day that 
Sandusky County was formed back on April 1, 1820. Happy 200th Birthday Sandusky County! Most Bicentennial 
celebratory events have been cancelled or postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but hopefully some events 
will still be held later this year after the virus has passed. 
 
Those in attendance: Trustees: Chairman Bill Hammer, Ken Green and Paul Runion, Fiscal Officer Lori Kepus, 
Fire Chief Bill Andrews (left at 8:30 pm) Zoning Inspector Steve Michaelis (left at 8:25 pm) and Road Supervisor 
Jim Busdiecker. 
 
Trustee Chairman Bill Hammer called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and led the audience in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. This meeting was held observing the COVID-19 pandemic precautions including using social 
distancing, and there was 6’ or more between meeting participants and only seven people were in attendance. 
 
Ohio Governor Mike DeWine announced that Ohio's Stay at Home order has been extended until 11:59 p.m. on 
May 1, 2020 as ordered by the Ohio Department of Health Director Dr. Amy Acton. "We understand that this is 
tough - it is very difficult. But, I would not be making these decisions if it wasn't a matter of life and death," said 
Governor DeWine. "We have to keep this monster down. It's not dead - it's very much alive."  
 
On March 10, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health Director Dr. Acton issued her first order that large, indoor 
gatherings in Ohio be canceled or postponed due to the potential for coronavirus (COVID-19) exposure. On March 
22, this evolved to her issuing an official “Stay at Home / Shelter in Place” order for Ohioans.  
 
Almost every activity where more than 10 people gather has been cancelled, including schools, churches, Holy 
Week activities, wedding receptions, funerals, beauty salons, fitness centers, bars, restaurants, campgrounds, 
elective surgeries, organized children’s activities including sports and Easter egg hunts. This is being done to help 
stop or at least minimize the spread of the virus and maintain the availability of medical care to care for COVID-
19 patients and to protect the elderly and people with weakened immune systems and chronic medical conditions 
from contracting the virus.  
 
Essential businesses like grocery stores remain open, but must enforce a maximum number of customers allowed 
in a store at one time. Restaurants are open for carry-out only orders. Travelers arriving to Ohio, especially snow-
birds returning home, must self-quarantine at home for 14 days. State parks and golf courses are open and fishing 
is allowed at this time if proper social distancing is practiced. In person voting for Ohio’s March 17 primary election 
was cancelled and changed to an all-mail-in primary election due on April 28, 2020. Workers are working remotely 
from home (teleworking) and doctors are using telemedicine for routine appointments with their patients. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has recommended that Americans wear cloth face coverings 
(masks) in public to help slow the spread of COVID-19. This recommendation is being made based on studies 
that show a significant proportion of people with COVID-19 lack symptoms and can transmit the virus to others in 
close proximity, through speaking, coughing, sneezing, or other means. 
 
As of today, the state has 2,547 confirmed cases of COVID-19 with 65 deaths. A total of 679 people have been 
hospitalized, including 222 admissions to intensive care units. Sandusky County has confirmed 5 cases of COVID-
19 positive persons, four of these persons are hospitalized, and there have been zero deaths. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – Fire Chief Bill Andrews stated the Sandusky County EMA emails daily reports in full detail. 

The county is keeping check on equipment used and supplies that need to be replenished. They are trying to get 
supplies from the state, but there is a very limited supply on almost everything. Chief stated he is trying to spend 
as little time as needed at the station, social distancing, and keeping away from people. 
 
All outside fire activities and trainings including county association meetings and the NW Ohio Fire School are 
either cancelled or on hold right now. Chief stated that the 36-hour basic fire fighters class is being held “virtually” 
at the station instead of at Vanguard on the next two Saturdays as the four men are currently in the middle of the 
class. They are staying 6 feet apart and there are no hands-on activities they have to do at this time. The Trustees 
and fire department had previously decided to error on the side of caution and cancel all department activities and 
trainings until we are through this safely. 
 
Chief presented a quote from Breathing Air System in the amount of $52,508. A system such as this includes a 
compressor system, carbon monoxide monitor, fill station for the air bottles, 4 bottles (6000psi) for a cascade 
system, and installation of the new system. The department will be needing to purchase a unit in the near future. 
 
The Hurst (Jaws) tools are being serviced at the station. 
 
The American Red Cross Bloodmobile cancelled their April 21 blood drive at the station as the area is too small 
to keep a 6 ft. clearance between persons, so they have moved this drive to Ole Zims. At their March blood drive 
at the station they collected 26 pints of blood and three of those were first-time donors. 
 
The department’s fund-raising Gun Raffle has been tentatively moved to Friday, May 1 at 6 pm at Ole Zims. If we 
are still under a no gathering order, this year’s raffle will be held online only. Only guns will be raffled off, no door 
prizes. 
 
Chief said the washer and dryer in the station have served their useful life and they are in need of a new pair. 
Trustee Hammer stated that he will speak with someone from Whirlpool. 
 
EMS – No report. 

 
ZONING – Zoning Inspector Steve Michaelis reported that due to the COVID-19 outbreak, he has not made any 

in person visits since the last Trustee’s meeting. After discussion, it was decided to write letters to residents who 
have a potential zoning violation and put them in the mail and follow-up with phone calls. Steve stated he will be 
driving through the township to verify completion of and to check on the progress of past zoning permits issued. 
The meeting with Hilda Escobar on TR 165 was also delayed, and Steve said he will talk to her neighbors about 
potential zoning issues when he write’s Hilda’s permit. 

 
He received a phone call from Ryan Moser, TR 24, Woodville. Ryan was inquiring about the zoning permit process 
for a house. They discussed obtaining a variance as the house would be built behind his barns. Would this be 
required since the barns are agricultural?  We discussed clean-up of his property.  He claims the work done in 
the barns is for agriculture, but later mentioned that he takes parts of cars and installs them on other cars.   
 



Steve advised him that the township is working with several property owners who have unlicensed and inoperable 
cars on their lots and that they need to be cleaned up.  Mr. Moser stated that he has been waiting to get rid of the 
cars, but has not yet due to low scrap prices.  Steve did remind him that the barns are zoned for agricultural use, 
and that is how the barns need to be used. Steve said he received several other calls from him after that.  During 
one of those Mr. Moser mentioned that he has inquired with the county about a lot split (which would allow him to 
bypass a variance). 

 
Steve submitted the annual building permits report to the U.S. Census Bureau, Department of Commerce 

regarding permits issued in the township last year for new housing units constructed. 

CEMETERY – Jim Busdiecker reported that the fertilizer spreader broke, and due to its age it will end up costing 

more to fix it than purchasing a new one. Trustee Green made a motion to purchase a new spreader up to $500. 
Trustee Runion seconded.  All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 
Discussion was held regarding the cemetery clean-up signs. The signs currently read: 

 
 Spring cleanup March 15 – March 31 (All arrangements removed) 
 Fall cleanup October 15 – October 31 (All arrangements removed) 

 
The Trustees agreed to order an additional sign from the county to clarify that all arrangements must be removed 
by March 15 for spring cleanup and October 15 for fall clean-up as township workers will be cleaning up the area 
and prepping the ground for the new season during the above stated dates. 
 
ROAD DEPARTMENT – Supervisor Jim Busdiecker reported that they cut back brush around the TR 42 ditch 

and along the road on TR 62. 
 
After testing eight different models of mini-excavators, Jim Busdiecker and Trustee Runion narrowed the list down 
and have presented the top four quotes based on performance, features, bucket size, etc. Some of the models 
included Caterpillar, Case, Kabelco, and Kubota, but those were all higher priced and really not what the township 
is looking for. 

 
2020 Bobcat  $67,762.70 
2020 Yanmar  $67,950.00 
2018 JCB (a demo unit) $69,564.00 
2020 John Deere  $71,318.88 

 
The Trustees asked Busdiecker which model he liked the best. He stated the JCB. After further discussion, 
Trustee Runion made a motion to accept the lowest, best bid from the state contract and purchase the Bobcat 
($67,762.70) plus the extended 60 month warranty ($1,400.00) and plate compactor ($4,576.44) (which is 
contingent upon if the road supervisor determines that this extra item will suit the needs of the township) for a 
total amount not to exceed $75,000.00. Trustee Green seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
Kepus stated that this contract has also been reviewed and approved by Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Mark 
Mulligan. 

 
Trustee Runion stated that regarding the clean-out of the TR 40 ditch – the Olen environmental agency (parent 
company to Area Aggregates which is a subordinate of Kokosing) today agreed to pay the quote of $5,000 from 
Don Hovis Excavating to dip out the ditch on TR 40 from where Area Aggregates discharges quarry water to US 
20, weather permitting. 
 
Runion also stated that the Sandusky County Engineer also committed to taking care of some of the issues with 
the flow of the water North of US 20 to Sugar Creek. 
 
Trustee Runion made a motion to contribute to the ditch cleaning project on TR 91 being orchestrated by resident 
Kathy Martin and her neighbors in the amount of $165 which is 5-1/2% of the $3,000 project. The percent of 
drainage by the Township was determined by a LIDAR prepared by the Sandusky County Engineer’s Office. 
Trustee Green seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed.    
 
FISCAL OFFICER – Lori Kepus presented the Trustees with the Township’s balanced bank reconciliation for the 

month of March and the updated Fund, Revenue, and Appropriation Status reports. 
 
Below is the March financial report.     
 

March Revenue Received        $       504,342.14 
 
March Expenses Paid      $         33,833.83 
 
Balance of all Funds as of 3/30/2020    $    2,520,562.75 

 

Johnson property purchase. The documents are now with the title company, Hartung Title Agency in Port Clinton. 
Property owner, Jim Johnson’s son Mike Johnson is now the POA and will be able to come in and sign documents 
when they are ready. The tentative closing date is May 4. 
 
Sandusky County Health Department news…Woodville resident Nan Smith was appointed by the health 
department’s district advisory board as a member on the health board. Trustee Ken Green is the Township’s 
representative on the advisory board. 
 
Trustee Green made a motion to approve the warrants. Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. 
Motion passed. Trustee Green made a motion to approve the Trustee’s March 18, 2020 regular meeting minutes. 
Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 
At 8:45 pm, with no further business, Trustee Hammer moved for adjournment. Trustee Green seconded. This 
meeting was held in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code’s Sunshine Law. 


